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                       NM GRADS Learning / Lesson Plans

GRADS developed this lesson-planning tool to facilitate the teacher’s goals in developing lessons, which promote higher order thinking or critical thinking skills in students and to provide a place to document this forethought and planning.  SDE school district reviewers look for this comprehensive planning as they review lesson plans.  There are two versions of the tool; CYA 2.2 and CYA 2.3. The GRADS Plan provides a simple check-off (√) for the teacher to record instructional goals and considerations.  

The first area is Academic Linkages.  Here the teacher indicates how the lesson(s) will link to other academic subject areas of learning.  For example, teaching the students budgeting and checkbook management would LINK to MATH; or an internet search to compare prices and quality of infant vitamin supplements, would LINK with SCIENCE and TECHNOLOGY.
Next, is the Higher Order Thinking Skills. Check ALL that apply for the activities planned.  Remember retention of information is maximized with student interactive / experiential learning.  Use the Tom Jackson resources provided by the GRADS System to get creative ideas. 

Leadership Development is of primary importance as we seek to prepare our students for the adult world.

Use this area of the Lesson Plan to check off the leadership development activities inherent in the learning you are promoting in the lesson or activity.  Many FCS teachers involve their students in the Family Consumer Science youth organization FCCLA.  These activities are great but at times are not teen parent friendly, so other activities should be considered.  GRADS provides training for students in presentation skills and preventable birth defects through Jerome Romero of UNM CASAA.  

Domains of Learning are based on Bloom’s Taxonomy.  If you need a refresher on this information refer to the NM Supplementation Manual Tab 5, page 5.68.  These domains move students from simple recall, identify and define skills to higher order processing skills like analysis, synthesis and judgment.  Check the domain(s) the student will be required to use during the lesson(s).

Evaluation has two components.  Who will be doing the evaluation, i.e. if a student made a presentation before the class, will the teacher or her peers evaluate the quality of the presentation. Check all that apply under 1.) Assessment.  You must also determine the evaluation technique(s) to be used from the selections provided under 2.) Evaluation Techniques.  If you need to add a new one do so. Pre and post testing is a good way to determine progress in learning.  Evaluation of learning is necessary to determine if student are mastering GRADS competencies not just being exposed to information. Every guest speaker should be challenged to provide you with a methodology to measure learning, also.

You will find a list of the Ten GRADS Competency Areas on  page CYA 2.4 and the Competency Builders in your Competency Binder, pages NMGC 1-20.  Simply check the competencies that the lesson plan(s) will be addressing.  A check does not imply the student will master it.  Mastered competencies are recorded or checked off on student Individual Learning Plans during student/teacher conferences at the end of grading periods.

In the Plan for the Week area of the form, record your teaching plan(s), instructional outline, books, page numbers, videos, worksheets to be used, computer or experiential activities, and etc.  Add blank sheets if need be.  We expect teachers to use the GRADS form but If the teacher is mandated to use a lesson plan book required by her school, she must match GRADS competencies on the plan.  In such a case first ask to meet with the principal and show him our form.  We think he’ll allow you to use it, as it really is better than most other such tools.
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